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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

New corrected drawings in compliance witli 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in this 
application because looking at the Figures, the examiner is not sure what the Figures 
are trying to show. Applicant is advised to employ the sen^lces of a competent patent 
draftsperson outside the Office, as the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office no longer 
prepares new drawings. The corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office 
action to avoid abandonment of the application. The requirement for corrected drawings 
will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

Applicant is reminded of the proper language and fonmat for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 1 50 words. It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The 
abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether 
there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information 
given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The 
disclosure concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure 
describes," etc. 

The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because the abstract is more than 
one paragraph. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 
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Claim Objections 

Claim 5 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 5 should be 
referring back to claim 4 not claim 5. The Examiner will examine this claim as if 
dependent on claim 4. Appropriate correction is required. 

Ciaim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirehrients of this title. 

Claims 1-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because "determining part of said 
secure authenticating system from said digital copy of said infomnation" is an abstract 
idea rather than a practical application of the idea. This does not result in a physical 
transfomiation nor does it appear to provide a useful, concrete and tangible result. 
Specifically, it does not produce a tangible result because merely "determining part of 
said secure authenticating system from said digital copy of said information" is nothing 
more than a thought or a computation within a processor. It fails to use or make 
available for use the result of the determination to enable its functionality and 
usefulness to be realized. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Brewington (US 2004/01 17627). 

Claim 1 

Brewington discloses a secure method of authenticating an identification card 
comprising providing an identification card ([0030] and Figure 4: "identification card") 
having certain unique information recorded thereon, scanning said information to 
produce a digital copy of said information, and determining part of said secure 
authenticating system from said digital copy of said information ([0041]). 
Claim 2 

Brewington discloses the method of claim 1 wherein said part of said secure 
authenticating system comprises first pixel values at selected locations on said digital 
copy of said information ([0050]: "captured image is digitized to provide an array RGB 
pixel values in a digitized image file"). 
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Claim 3 

Brewington discloses the method of claim 2 including determining said selected 
locations according to a characteristic value function algorithm ([0051]: "The electronic 
original document is in digital form as an array RGB pixel values in a digitized image 
file. The electronic version of the original document is provided to an image processing 
apparatus for selection of an image segment according to a predefined image signature 
template. The selected image is converted to a primary image signature which is 
encrypted according to a known encryption scheme such as characteristic value 
function algorithm which selects the pixels from an array and then encoded"). 
Claim 4 

Brewington discloses the method of claim 3 including recording said first pixel values on 
said identification card in human-readable and/or niachine-readable form ([0050] and 
[0069]: "encoded in machine-readable and/or human - readable form"). 
Claim 5 

Brewington discloses the method of claim 5 including storing said digital copy of said 
information at a first remote location (Figure 7: External database). 

Claim 6 

Brewington discloses the method of claim 5 including providing a digital processor at a 
secure second remote location (Figure 6: Component B contains a processor with an 
encoder all controlled by the controller"). 
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Claim 7 

Brewington discloses the method of claim 6 including storing said characteristic value 
function algorithm at said secure second remote location (Figure 6: Component B and 
[0058]: "encoding and/or encryption schemes are stored in Component B"). 
Claim 8 

Brewington discloses the method of claim 7 including sending said pixel values and said 
digital copy of said information to said digital processor at said secure second remote 
location (Figure 6 and [0058]). 
Claim 9 

Brewington discloses the method of claim 8 further including applying said characteristic 
value function algorithm to said digital copy of said information at said secure second 
remote location to determine second pixel values (Figure 3: "secondary image signature 
is created") at said selected locations ([0051]: "The electronic original document is in 
digital form as an array RGB pixel values in a digitized image file. The electronic 
version of the original document is provided to an image processing apparatus for 
selection of an image segnient according to a predefined image signature template. 
The selected image is converted to a primary image signature which is encrypted 
according to a known encryption scheme like characteristic value function algorithm" 
and [0063]: "the secure second location is the Control System"). 
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Claim 10 

Brewington discloses the method of claim 9 further comprising comparing said second 
pixel values determined from said digital copy of said information at said secure second 
remote location with said first pixel values recorded on said identification card (Figure 3 
and [0063]: "primary image signature (first pixel values) and secondary image signature 
(second pixel values) are compared which is all done in the control system"). 
Claim 1 1 

Brewington discloses the method of claim 10 further including comparing said digital 
copy of said information with said information on said identification card ([0053]). 
Claim 12 

Brewington discloses an authenticating system for an identification card comprising an 
identification card having certain unique information thereon, means for scanning said 
unique information to produce a digital copy of said information, means for determining 
first pixel values at selected locations on said digital copy of said information according 
to a characteristic value function algorithm (Figure 6 and [0058-0059]: "Component B"), 
and means for recording said first pixel values on said identification card in human- 
readable and/or machine-readable form (Figure 3 and [0050 & 0069]: "human-readable 
and/or machine-readable"). 
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Claim 13 

Brewington discloses an authenticating system as in claim 12 further comprising means 
for recording said digital copy of said information at a first remote location (Figure 7: 
External database). 
Claim 14 

Brewington discloses an authenticating system as in claim 13 further including a digital 
processor and said characteristic value function algorithm located at a secure second 
remote location (Figure 6: "Component B"). 
ClaimIS 

Brewington discloses an authenticating system as in claim 14 further comprising means 
for sending said pixel values and said digital copy of said infomnation to said secure 
second remote location (Figure 6: Component B). 
Claim 16 

Brewington discloses an authenticating system as in claim 15 further including means at 
said secure second remote location for causing said processor to apply said 
characteristic value function algorithm to said digital copy of said information to 
determine second pixel values at said selected locations using said digital processor 
([0061]). 
Claim 17 

Brewington discloses an authenticating system as in claim 16 further including means at 
said secure second remote location for comparing said second pixel values from said 
digital, copy of said information with said first pixel values previously recorded on said 
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identification card (Figure 3 and [0063]: "primary image signature (first pixel values) and 
secondary image signature (second pixel values) are compared which is all done in the 
control system"). 
Claim 18 

Brewington discloses an authenticating system as in claim 17 further including means 
for transmitting the result of said comparison for viewing at another location ([0064]: 
"external database"). 
Claim 19 

Brewington discloses an identification card including certain unique information thereon, 
said card also having thereon part of a secure authenticating system for said card 
(Figure 4: "digital photo, signature, barcode/magnetic strip"). 
Claim 20 . 

Brewington discloses an identification card as in claim 19 wherein said part of a secure 
authenticating system for said card comprises pixel values from selected locations on 
said unique infonmation, said pixel values produced by scanning said unique information 
to produce a digital copy of said unique information (Figure 1 and Figure 4: "Figure 1 
shows scanning in a hardcopy identification ciard, which Figure 4 shows in detail; and 
produce a digital copy that is converted into a primary image signature which is then 
encrypted using a known encrypted scheme"). 
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Claim 21 

Brewington discloses an identification card as in claim 20 wherein said locations are 
selected according to a characteristic value function algorithm ([0050 & 0058]: "an array 
of RGB pixel values are captured from the image and then encoded using an encryption 
scheme"). 
Claim 22 

Brewington discloses an identification card as in claim 21 wherein said pixel values are 
recorded on said card in human-readable and/or machine-readable form ([0050 & 
0058]: " encoded into machine-readable form"). 
Claim 23 

Brewington discloses an identification card as in claim 22 wherein said characteristic 
value function algorithm is recorded in a remote secure location ([0051]: "The electronic 
original document is in digital form as an array RGB pixel values in a digitized image 
file. The electronic version of the original document is provided to an image processing 
apparatus for selection of an image segment according to a predefined image signature 
template. The selected image is converted to a primary image signature which is 
encrypted according to a known encryption scheme such as characteristic value 
function algorithm" and [0058]). 
Claim 24 

Brewington discloses an identification card as in claim 23 wherein said digital copy of 
said information is stored in a remote secure location ([0049]: "remote storage"). 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Brundage et al. (US 2004/0181671 A1) teaches a system and 
method for authenticating identification documents and preventing tampering. SLOCUM 
et al. (US 2001/0026631 Al ) teaches a system and method that employ facial 
recognition to create, maintain and use databases that store data records of individuals 
to control the production of identification cards that include an image of a person's face 
and demographic data. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Karl L. Schmidt whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1385. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday: 7:30am - 5:00pm 
(with alternate Fridays off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Walter Griffin can be reached on 571-272-1447. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infomriatton Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status infomiation for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infonnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-dlrect.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




WALTER D. GRIFFIN 
SUPERVISORY R<VTENT EXAMINER 



